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Objectives of the Workshop (Mr Jeroen Meeussen and Ms Flora Limache, 

MUCF) 

 

Diapositive 1 

 

Workshop on òMinor Uses 

and Speciality Crops: 

The way forward in Europeó

Jeroen Meeussen and Flora Limache

EU Minor UsesCoordination Facility

18-20 February 2020, Paris

Workshop hosted by the French Ministry of Agriculture and Food
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Importance of speciality crops

Only 3%of the cultivated area, but representing 22%of 

the value of the entire EU plant production value.

Across the EU these minor crops represent a value

of more than 70 billion Eurosper year.
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Importance of 

minor uses 

u It was estimated that direct 
impacts on the agricultural 
sector (i.e. crop production loss 
and additional growing costs for 
farmers) account for more than 
û1 billion per year. 

u 3087 grouped needs (crop and 
pest combination) declared by 
Member States 

u 45% insects, 30% fungi, 13% 
weeds

u Ex: Drosophila suzukii on 
raspberry

www.eumuda.eu
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Coordination Facility 
u February 2014: Report on the establishment of an

independent Coordination Facility on minor uses.

u Hosted by the European and Mediterranean Plant
Protection Organization (EPPO,located in Paris).

u Initially, jointly funded by the EU and by the governments
of France, Germany and the Netherlands for a period of 3
years.

u Established on 15 April 2015. Fully staffed since
1 November 2016.

u Currently, MUCF fully relies on voluntary assessed
contributions from Member States.

u Coordination Facility works for all 27 Member States.
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Main achievements since 2015

u Minor Uses Expert Meetings : >120 experts from > 20 
different countries

o Commodity Expert Groups: 8 groups

o Horizontal Expert Group

o Plenary sessions

u New EU Minor Uses Database (EUMUDA)

o Survey on needs- 3087 grouped needs

o CEG projects - 104 projects

u MUCF documents

o Guidance Document on Minor Uses

o Report on Minor Uses work in Member States 
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Main work to do in 2020

u Assist CEGsin preparing workplans

u Harmonization of status of a crop

u Extrapolation Databasesfor efficacy / crop safety and 

residue

u Display plant protection (IPM) solutions in EUMUDA

u Linking of emergency autorisations with minor uses 

needs

u Crop areas for speciality crops

u Multilateral agreement for funding

u é..
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After 5 

years it is 

time to 

take stock

Why a Workshop?
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Main objectives of the 

Workshop

u Raise awareness on minor uses work in Europe 
and on the work of the MUCF

u Exchange on experience and expectations on 
minor uses work and on the MUCF

u Define the future organization of minor uses 
work in Europe

u Increase the trust and collaboration between 
Member States and between stakeholders

u Identify how to overcome obstacles related to 
minor uses and the role of stakeholders in this 

u Develop a concept and criteria for a 
harmonised status of a crop in relation to the 
definition of minor uses 
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Outcomes of the 

Workshop

u A roadmap containing a list of concrete actions 
regarding the future organisation for minor uses 
work

u A proposal on a harmonized status of a crop in 
relation to the definition of a minor use  

u A proposal to facilitate zonal authorisations and 
mutual recognition of plant protection products

u A list of practical proposals for common ways 
forward to overcome minor uses obstacles
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Minor uses acrossborders

A United Europe from space
(ESA- EuropeanSpaceAgency) 
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Workshop Structure

u The Workshop will be structured in plenary and

breakout group (BOG) sessions.

u It will last 2.5 days, starting on Tuesday 18 February in 

the morning and finishing on Thursday 20 February by 

mid-day.

u 66 participants from European Commission, Member

countries, growersõ organisations, industry

(conventional and biological ), research/ academia, 

agricultural advisers
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Organizing Committee

u Mr Jean-Claude Malet, France

u Ms Claudia Jilesen, the Netherlands 

u Ms Sanja Manduric,Sweden

u Mr Donal Lynch, Ireland

u Ms Paula de Vera, Copa-Cogeca

u Ms Sheridawn Shoeman, European Crop 
Protection Organisation (ECPA)

u Mr Ulf Heilig, International Biocontrol 
Manufacturers Association (IBMA)

u Ms Flora Limache, EU Minor Uses 
Coordination Facility (EUMUCF)

u Mr Jeroen Meeussen, EU Minor Uses 
Coordination Facility (EUMUCF)
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MUCF team

u Ms Cintia Mauchien

u Ms Josephine Meyer

u Ms Nathalie Boutron

u Mr Damien Griessinger 

 

 

 

Diapositive 14 

 

Bienvenue a Paris

We wish you an interesting and useful 
Workshop!
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Perspective on the production of speciality crops in Europe (Ms Paula de Vera, 

Copa-Cogeca) 
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Paula de Vera

Policy Advisor

Workshop ñMinor Uses and Speciality Crops: the 

Way Forward in Europeò 18/02/2020

Perspective on the production of 

speciality crops in Europe
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What is coming in the new Green Deal?
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Green Deal and Farm to Fork Strategy

Achieving
ambitious

goals
Synergies

Value 
Chain

ÅñThe strategic plans will need to reflect an increased level of ambition to 

reduce significantly the use and risk of chemical pesticides.

Å The Commission will identify the measures, including legislative, 

needed to bring about these reductions based on a stakeholder 

dialogue.  

Å The EU needs 

Å to develop innovative ways to protect harvests from pests and 

diseases

Å and to consider the potential role of new innovative techniques

to improve the sustainability of the food system, while 

ensuring that they are safe.ò

The European Green Deal (Communication from the Commission, 11-12-2019)

Farmers

are ready!

Right support
Uptake of 

technologies

Innovation-
friendly

Regulatory 
framework

Address
societal

demands
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Copa and Cogecaôsposition on sustainable crop
protection

Safeguarding plants and 
cropsô health

ÅCornerstone

ÅIrrespective of 
production method

Use of Plant protection
products

ÅGrow healthy crops

ÅBe competitive

ÅMeet consumers
demands

Resources use

ÅBest & Most efficient
way possible

ÅMax. Yields

ÅLower carbon footprint

Í safe & 
effective 
toolbox

++ low use 
of PPPs
already

<<< yields
Threat for

food
security
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Speciality crops production in the EU: some
general figures

Rice: 
ñThe area was 414 000 hectares in the EU in 2019 / it was at 440 000 
hectares in 2017 and we hope to maintain the area at least at these 
levels.ò (Copa and Cogeca, 2020)

Hops:
ñThe world acreage of (é) 2019 crop is up by 2.6% and continues to 
expand for a sixth consecutive year. This brings the total cultivated area to 
61,994 hectares and a total yield of around 122,000 mt would be expected 
assuming normal weather conditions (previous year 117,624 mt).ò 
(MARKET REVIEW JULY 2019, Economic Commission of the IHB Å 
Ģalec. Deutscher Hopfenwirtschaftsverband e.V.)
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EU farmers needs on Minor Uses

Farmers Effectiveness

ÅProduction Ą Speciality Crops

ÅSupplying food:

ÅHealthy

ÅNutritious

Specialisation
Very limited 

supply of 
options

ÅControl:

ÅPests

ÅDiseases

ÅWeeds

Serious
losses

Åú

ÅYield
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What are the bottlenecks for farmers on Minor 
Uses availability?

Í common EU 
approach

Different
interpretations ï

ñMUò

Í Harmonisation
posible

Inefficiencies  & 
Inequalities

Not 
enough 

tools 
available

Non 
profitable

investments
(small

market)

IMPACT ON 

SPECIALITY SECTORS
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Importance of EUMUCFôs work for farmers

Highly valuable work:

Tackling PPPs availability for Speciality Crops
(Minor Uses)

Building trust among national authorities

Identifying needs & avenues for cooperation 
among MSs.

Long-term

Adequate

Financial & 
technical

support for
EUMUCF

Continuous

EU-27
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Paula de Vera

@pauladeveracc1

Thank you for your attention ! 

Paula.DeVera@copa-cogeca.eu  
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Introduction from European Commission (Ms Desislava Ivanova, DG SANTE)  

 

Diapositive 1 

 

Commissionôs view 
on Minor Uses 
in the European Union

Workshop on Minor Uses and Speciality

Crops: the way forward in Europe -

Paris, 2020-02-18/20

European Commission

DG SANTE

Unit E4ïPesticide and Biocides
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Åvalue of Minor crops in the EU - more than ú 70 billion per year (or 22% of 

the total EU plant production value);

Åcrops which are consider minor in one Member State, are major in other 

Member States (oranges, bananas, etc.); 

Åminor uses are today internationally recognised as priority topic requiring 

solutions.

Relevance of minor uses
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ÅInsufficient protection of crops against harmful organisms may endanger the 

production of certain high value food crops within the EU and may affect the 

competitiveness of EU agriculture.

ÅIt could lead to alternative solutions such as:

- use of illegal plant protection 

- improper use of emergency authorisations under Article 53 of 

Regulation 1107/2009 ( REFIT evaluation: 54% of all emergency 

authorisations are for minor uses)

*new centralised data base for emergency authorizations: 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/ppp/pppeas/screen/home

Impact of the lack of authorisations for minor 
uses
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Åinsufficient availability of PPPs for minor uses (inhomogeneous availability 

as economic incentives and needs vary between Member States); 

ÅMember States are not fully using the existing provisions to facilitate 

authorisation for minor uses (in particular to grant extensions of use for third 

parties); 

Ålack of sufficient information for the stakeholders at Member State level;

Åacceptance of residue data evaluated by other Member States and 

acceptance of residue trials outside the EU are insufficient.

ü

Main challenges
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Regulation 1107/2009 :

Åextension for minor uses under Article 51: simplified procedure for third 

parties, authorisation holders, official or scientific bodies,  professional  

agriculture  organisations or  users,  to  ask  for  an  extension  of  existing  

authorisations to minor uses not yet covered by that authorisation;

Åmutual recognition procedure under Article 51(7);

Ålist of minor uses per Member States under Article 51(8);

Åextended data protection under Article  59: by  3  months  for  each  

extension  of  authorisation for  minor uses up to a maximum of three years.

Solutions

 

 

 

Diapositive 6 

 

Minor Uses Coordination Facility:

- - EUMUDA database;

- - Guidance document on Minor Uses Authorisations;

- - The MUCF is working on solutions that fit in an IPM framework.

Solutions
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Recommendations

Åuse all the possibilities for minor uses authorisations as provided by 

Regulation 1107/2009 instead of emergency authorisations under Article 53 

of Regulation 1107/2009;

Åbetter communication and information to farmers, growersô organisations and 

scientific bodies (via the competent authorities of the Member States and 

Minor Uses Coordination Facility);

Åregular financing of the Minor Uses Coordination Facility.
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Thank you

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 

not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. Fotolia.com; Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. iStock.com
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Introduct ion from European Commission (Mr  Aymeric Berling, DG AGRI) 
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Pesticides and the CAP

How can the CAP promote 

alternatives to the use of pesticides?

Aymeric BERLING

European Commission

DG Agriculture

Workshop on ñMinor uses and speciality crops:

the way forward in Europeò - Paris, 18/02/2020

#FutureofCA
P  
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Challenge: lack of PPPs for minor uses

Solutions:

ÁMake PPPs more available for minor uses

Á Promote alternatives to PPPs

ü The CAP can help !
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3

Rural 

developmentDirect 

payments

Markets

Pillar I Pillar II

Budgetary structure of the CAP

Modulation
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ÅThe CAP: which
instruments?
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Principle of the baseline

Positive incentive
(payment)

Negative incentive : cross 
compliance reductions

Farmer 0

Farmer +

Farmer -

No incentive, no sanctionBaseline: legal requirements
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The current ñgreen architectureò

Eco-schemes in 
Pillar I

Cross-compliance
(Statutory Management Requirements and standards for Good 

Agricultural and Environmental Condition of land) 

Greening
(3 detailed obligations on crop diversification, 

permanent grassland and EFA)

Level of 

requirement

Climate/Env. measures in 
Pillar II

(AECM, Forestry measures, 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΧ ύ
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Farm advisory 
system

Research

Area covered

Baseline
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Cross compliance

Cross - compliance is a link between CAP 
payments and a set of EU requirements. 
Failing to respect these rules may lead to 
reduction of CAP payments

Requirements are e.g.: 
Statutory Management requirements (SMR) :
e.g.
ÅSMR 10: Regulation No 1107/2009 on PPPs

Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition 
(GAEC) :
e.g.
ÅGAEC 1: Buffer strips along water courses
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Messages:

ÅA farmer using illegally a non -authorised PPP is
subject to a possible reduction of CAP payments
under cross -compliance

ÅHowever many farmers growing speciality crops
are not or little beneficiaries of CAP payments
(variations between MSs)
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Farm Advisory System

Member States must set up a system 
providing advice to farmers and other CAP 
beneficiaries
This system must cover at least :

ÁRequirements under cross -compliance, including 
the PPPs Regulation

ÁRequirements under the Directive for the 
sustainable use of pesticides, including 
Integrated Pest Management

ÁRequirements under the Water Framework 
Directive

ÁEtc.
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Messages:

ÅFarmers and other CAP beneficiaries may
benefit from advisory systems set up by 
national authorities for advising in particular on 
the sustainable use of pesticides and IPM

ÅIf the MS decides so, there maybe financing
from the CAP ( Pillar II) for the advisory services
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CAP payments

Greening payments (Pillar I) : in particular crop 
diversification and ecological focus area

Operational programmes in the fruits and 
vegetable sector (Pillar I) : National Environmental
Frameworks (17% of OP expenditure ) include
incentives for promoting IPM

Agri -environmental and climate measures (Pillar 
II) : e.g. integrated farming (fruits and vegetable , 
vines and olive, etc.), organic farming , etc.

Investments , knowledge transfer (Pillar II) 
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OPERATIONAL PROGRAMMES

12

 

 

 




























































































































































































































